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BBAACCKKGGRROOUUNNDD    

The e-Learning Jamaica Company Ltd (eLJam) was established in March 2005 as a limited 

liability company under the Ministry with portfolio responsibility for Telecommunications, to 

implement e-Learning projects in collaboration with the Ministry of Education (MOE).  The 

Company is managed by a Board of Directors appointed by the portfolio Minister. 

 

Cabinet approval was obtained in June 2005 to implement the initial project targeted at the 

high schools, with the primary goal to utilize Information and Communication Technologies 

(ICTs) to contribute to an improvement in the quality of education in the high schools and in 

the level of passes in the school-leaving CXC CSEC examinations. This e-Learning High 

School project was developed as a joint initiative with the MOE after much consultation with 

principals and teachers and other stakeholders. Its components include providing 

digitalised instructional materials for teachers and students, computers and multimedia 

equipment, and training of teachers in the use of the technology in instructional delivery. An 

amount of US$50million was approved by Cabinet to be accessed from the Universal Access 

Fund. 

 

The period up to August 2006 was utilised to establish the organisation in thirty (30) of the 

initially targeted one hundred and fifty (150) education institutions and the project 

commenced officially in September 2006 with a one (1) year pilot project. This was aimed at 

testing all the planned procedures and methodologies of the project, identifying best 

practises and determining the support systems that have to be in place for successful project 

implementation.  

 

By March 2008, the scope of the project was expanded to include the eight (8) Colleges that 

train teachers for the high schools, and one (1) Independent High School. In addition, based 

on results from a technology capacity survey conducted by the MOE which became 

available at that time, the MOE requested that the project include ICT training and 

certification of all approximately eleven thousand five hundred (11,500) teachers and 

lecturers in the high schools and teachers colleges. However, there were significant delays 

causing an extension of the project timeline from August 2009 to March 2011, but mitigating 

strategies were put in place to ensure that the original timeframe for completing the 

equipment installation could still be met. 

  

The technology portfolio was moved to the Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) in 2008 and 

the 3rd Board of Directors appointed to November 2010 was asked to continue to March 

2011. A new Board was appointed in April 2011.  

 

By March 2010, the scope of the project was further expanded to include the five (5) 

Community Colleges and fifteen (15) additional Independent High schools that assist in 

placement of students from the GSAT and GNAT examinations, bringing the total number of 

institutions to two hundred and three (203). In addition, several elements were added or 

amended to more meaningfully reflect the MOE’s vision of a 21st century classroom and to 

better ensure sustainability. These included the placement of the grade 10 and 11 

classrooms on the schools local area network and the provision of additional laptops and 

multimedia projectors to ensure that all grade 10 and 11 teachers were fully equipped to 

utilize all aspects of the technology, including the internet, in whole-class delivery. In 2011, 

interactive whiteboard technology was also agreed as a whole-class strategy. 

 
























































































































































